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 1 

Present Members:  Jenny Garneau, Jennifer Iller, Timothy Lepore, Student Council Representative 2 

Joseph Zieff  3 

 4 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM in the Nantucket High School Cafeteria. 5 

 6 

Jenny Garneau opened the meeting with congratulations to Nantucket High School Principal, John 7 

Buckey, who has been awarded the honor of “Massachusetts Principal of the Year” by MSSA. The 34
th

 8 

recipient, Mr. Buckey was selected by a 7 person panel who decreed him the “best candidate” to 9 

represent our state and be placed into a national pool, selection to take place in September 2012 in 10 

Washington, D.C.  Mr. Buckey was given a standing ovation, and thanked the School Committee 11 

commenting, “…. I am honored… it is not often that our school is written up about the good things that 12 

happen here… but I cannot accept this award without mentioning the students, staff, community…as we 13 

promote the island as our campus…”.  Following, Tim Lepore made a motion to approve the agenda, 14 

Jennifer Iller seconded, and it was approved unanimously. 15 

 16 

Presentations & Discussions of issues of interest to the Committee 17 

School Presentation – CPS – Behavior Program 18 
Principal Scott Meadows had expressed a desire to adopt the Positive Behavior Interventions and 19 

Supports (PBIS), a research based support system similar to Responsive Classroom. The program 20 

promotes effective school-wide systems, practices and parameters to improve discipline and academic 21 

support practices for all students, using data based decision-making.  A consultant spent a day at CPS 22 

collecting data, tracking behavior and monitoring trends/patterns.  During summer there will be 23 

preliminary training to create a school leadership team.  The consultant will then return to train staff and 24 

determine rules and regulations to establish the model for the start of school.  Consistency is one of the 25 

key components. Tim Lepore asked if students “buy-in” and get involved and Principal Meadows 26 

responded not at the beginning stages.  Superintendent Cozort shared that the data collection and analysis 27 

allows administration to target certain problem times, places, or trends of behavior. 28 

 29 

Curriculum 30 

Art– Karen Olszewski, Betsy Sibley, Beth Morris, Kate Merlini 31 
The Art department was presented by Christine Tyrie, Director of Curriculum and Assessment.  From 32 

NES Ms. O, as she is affectionately called by her students, presented a slide show of some art projects, 33 

all based on themes of learning, whether it is about a time period, a person, a holiday, a style or medium.  34 

She covered a handful of topics and provided a few examples:  Egypt, Black History Month, Romare 35 

Beardon, the NPS Heritage Project, horizontal vs. vertical, Picasso, experiments in colors, ceramics, 36 

imagery, computer work, feelings, Spring & Summer, and more.   Betsy Sibley, CPS art teacher, shared 37 

that all of her teaching addresses literacy and the Art program in Middle School is a hands-on, sequential 38 

program of instruction and studio experiences.  Her assignments include ceramics, drawing, painting, 39 

mixed media and a range of historical, contemporary, multicultural and interdisciplinary aspects of art.  40 

Students also learn safe handling of art supplies and procedures.  In NHS, presented by Beth Morris and 41 

Kate Merlini, Art is offered through full year credit courses, and semester long half-credit electives.  The 42 

goal is to integrate curriculum as often as possible and to maintain critical thinking:  what medium, why, 43 

what, how, the visual and the creative motive, “…how to reignite the creative mind.”  Additional goals 44 

are to develop the individual visual voice, heighten visual awareness and appreciation, to teach the skills 45 

and practices of art, to prepare students for future art endeavors, to build self-confidence and self- 46 
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awareness.  Ms. Morris and Ms. Merlini were enthusiastic about how much community outreach is part 48 

of their curriculum and that mentors are always available and utilized whether the artists/mentors are 49 

island residents or visiting artists.  When asked why art is so important to you, students emphasized how 50 

it helps get them through a day of rigorous academics, and how it enhances using the imagination; that it 51 

is therapeutic and relaxing. Tim Lepore asked if any signs of stunted imagination were becoming evident 52 

due to the increase in computer usage, specifically gaming.  Ms. Morris did not feel that this is true, 53 

rather the imagery was more prevalent but this was affirming, not stunting.  Mrs. Iller, a former student 54 

of Ms. O and Ms. Morris, commended the Art Department on their Community Outreach efforts.   55 

 56 

School Security Update – Dave Kanyock 57 
Dave Kanyock, Director of Facilities, addressed the Committee with the re-establishment of the Safety & 58 

Security Committee, now brought back with energy and new members with the goal to provide a safe 59 

and secure environment for all users of the Nantucket Public School facilities.  He offered a one sheet 60 

brief overview depicting areas of responsibility:  all grounds and buildings of NES, CPS, and NHS, and 61 

safety and security guidelines, district wide.  The intent is to tour the entire NPS campus bi-annually to 62 

identify issues and develop a punchlist of deficiencies and concerns and action items.  Already the first 63 

(unannounced) tour has been completed and lists prioritized. 64 

 65 

Rachel’s Challenge – Scott Meadows and John Buckey 66 
Friends of Rachel (FOR) Club update:  Principal Meadows shared that the most profound thing he has 67 

experienced with this program is the impact Rachel’s Challenge has had on students and staff.  The 68 

energy has not dropped off; students and faculty are still engaged and involved.  The CPS FOR Club has 69 

established itself as a self-evolving group of approximately 40 students, who meet twice a month and are 70 

given a general guideline from staff members connected to the club, but then allowed to “run with it.”  71 

Principal Meadows pointed out that students are “walking the walk” by following through on activities 72 

and agendas and holding the bar high to accomplish their goals.  Principal Buckey agreed that the 73 

momentum has not tapered off and the NHS FOR Club is largely student run. It continues with “Random 74 

Acts of Kindness” noting what, where and perhaps for whom, with paper messages littering a banner 75 

which hangs in the Hall of the Whale.  Jenny Garneau was delighted to note that this presentation was 76 

not a one-time program, and it is bucking the trend by not begin out of sight out of mind.   77 

 78 

Comments from the Public  79 
None.   80 

 81 

Committee discussion and votes to be taken 82 
Jenny Garneau raised a few questions about transfer amounts of electric and oil accounts, to which 83 

Director of Finance, Glenn Field gave thorough answers about when and how accounts are filled and 84 

used.  A motion to approve the transfer and invoices was made by Tim Lepore and seconded by Jennifer 85 

Iller.  The motion was approved by a vote of the Committee. 86 

 87 
A motion to approve the minutes of May 1, 2012, was made by Tim Lepore and seconded by Jen Iller 88 

and was approved by a vote of the Committee. 89 

 90 

Director of Finance, Glenn Field, presented the findings of Nantucket Public Schools’ District FY2011 91 

DESE Compliance Audit, conducted by Powers & Sullivan, CPA’s.  For the fiscal year ending June 30, 92 

2011, the auditor’s Schedule of Findings includes two discoveries in total, one which relates to  93 
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‘city/town’ compliance and the second to ‘school district’ reporting classifications.  These findings were 95 

only notational and ever slight in comparison to most districts, often falling within an average of 10-12 96 

findings out of a possible approximation of 80.  Mr. Field thanked everyone in support personnel for 97 

working diligently to make this report so clean and credits the dedication of administrative staff, 98 

especially, Mrs. Veronika Boycheva in the Central office. 99 

 100 

Food Service RFP, reported by Glenn Field, has been selected based on an evaluation committee’s 101 

recommendation.  Chartwell’s proposal for management of the NPS school lunch program was 102 

determined to be the recommended contract based on strength of Nutritional Program, Farm-to-School 103 

initiative and perceived inherent benefits from the district having previously engaged Chartwell’s for 104 

food service management.  A motion was made by Tim Lepore and seconded by Jenn Iller, and 105 

unanimously approved to: 106 
 107 
“Authorize the School Superintendent to commence contract negotiations with Chartwell/Compass 108 
Group for the purpose of food service managements for the FY2013 fiscal year.” 109 

 110 

Superintendent’s Report 111 
School Committee Sub-Committees & Task Forces - Superintendent Cozort has drafted and asked the 112 

School Committee to look over the list of task forces.  It was requested to add the Safety and Security 113 

task force.  Up to two committee members can sit on each task force. 114 

 115 

Collaborations 116 
Business’ name lists were provided from Elaine Russell, School to Career, and Nancy Miller, Special 117 

Services, based upon the request of the last School Committee meeting to provide the names of the 118 

business and mentors who work with our student population.  These lists show great connections with 119 

students and island business and how important our community is to our school district. We are fortunate 120 

to have these opportunities and Tim Lepore asked about a public thank you from the school in the 121 

newspaper.  Superintendent and all committee members agreed this was a great idea and will follow up. 122 

 123 

Horizon – Superintendent Cozort reviewed the agenda items for the next meeting which include: School 124 

Presentation – CPS, Guidance, Annual Technology Report, Wellness Update, an update on Enrollment 125 

and the approval of the Modular Proposal. 126 

 127 

Sub-Committee/Work Group Liaison Reports and Acknowledgements: 128 
JoJo Zieff, Student Council Representative stated School Council elections will be on Thursday, May 17.  129 

The Movie Night was a success with approximately 30 students coming to see “Blindside”.  Student 130 

Council is holding an Advisory Rep Meeting to discuss the new “Field Day” to kick off the 2012-2013 131 

school year.   The Prom at the Westmoor was a success-a fun and well attended night. 132 

 133 

A motion to adjourn the School Committee meeting was made by Jenn Iller and seconded by Tim 134 

Lepore.  The motion was approved by a vote of the Committee. 135 

 136 

Meeting adjourned at 7:17 PM 137 

Respectfully submitted, 138 

Logan O’Connor, School Committee Clerk  139 


